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Theology of Vie #oly

At ABTS, formation is never one-sided. We teach
and equip our students, but we also listen carefully
to them. Their questions, ministry experiences, and
the realities facing their churches confinually
challenge us to examine how our curriculum can
serve the Church more faithfully.

Our elective courses are an important part of this
process. Alongside the core Bachelor of Theology
curriculum, faculty members prayerfully develop
courses that allow students to engage more
deeply with questions arising from their lives and
ministries.

One such course, offered in June to our Year 3, 4,
and 5 Bachelor of Theology students, was Theology
of the Holy Spirit, taught by Kees van der Knijff, MTh
Module Lead.

Kees developed
the elective in
response to the
many questions
students were
asking about the
Holy Spirit. In
churches Qacross
the region, Christians encounter a wide range of
teachings and practices concerning the Spirit’s
presence, gifts, guidance, and work. Students

Kees

therefore need more than simplified answers or
arguments for one position over another. They
need a deeply biblical and distinctly Trinitarian
understanding of who the Holy Spirit is.

For this reason, the course began nof with
particular experiences or spiritual gifts, but with the
Triune God. Students explored the relationship of
the Holy Spirit with the Father and the Son,
discovering that we cannot properly understand
the Spirit’'s work unless we first understand His
identity within the Trinity.

Reflecting on the impact of the course, Kees
shared: "As a result of the course, many students
reflected on the place of the Holy Spirit in their
personal spirituality. This led fo a number of very
beautiful insights, for which | am thankful.”

The course also reflects ABTS's vision of seeing God
glorified, which means glorifying the Triune God.
Kees explained:

From my inferactions with the
students, | have observed two ways
in which the church struggles to
glorify the Spirit. Some churches are
afraid of placing too much
emphasis on the Spirit and, as a
result, almost neglect Him. Others
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are so focused on the Spirit and His
gifts that they forget they are
speaking about the Spirit of Christ. |
hope this course gave the students
the ideas and tools they need to
resist both tendencies.

Maher, one of the students enrolled in the course,
reflected:

Through the Theology of the Holy
Spirit elective course, | discovered
essential dimensions of the Spirit's
identity and His relationship with the
Father and the Son. | learned that
the Holy Spirit is the Father's
personal gift to us, given as an
initiative of love in response to the
Son’s intercession: “And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with
you forever.” (John 14:16).

This deepened my assurance that |
am not alone. This understanding
made me rely less on human effort,
and draw near to God instead. |
also realized that every movement
of repentance and love toward Him
is ultimately the work of the Holy

Spirit. This has given me great inner
peace and has transformed my
ministry, leading me to depend on
the Spirit's guidance rather than my
own abilifies.

Maher
Olfat, another student taking the course, shared:
“The Theology of the Holy Spirit elective course has
been a unique and important experience, and |
am grateful that | was able to take it. | have
learned much about the personhood of the Holy
Spirit and about historical heresies concerning the
Spirit, as well as the responses of influential figures
such as Athanasius.”

Finally, we pray that God may continue to guide us
as we offer courses and electives that respond to
the needs of our students. May we continue to
grow not only in knowledge and good works, but
also in becoming more Christlike, decreasing so
that He may increase, and serving so that His light
may shine through us.

A Student’s Testimony:

Shaped by God's Transforming Spirit

At ABTS, we are continually encouraged by what
God is doing through the ministries of our students
and graduates. As we withess how God, through
our programs, has been equipping men and
women for effective ministry, we can’t but give all
glory to Him, who works in the lives of many. In this
article, we highlight the testimony of one of our
fourth-year Bachelor of Theology students, who is
also a Certificate in Ministry graduate.

Sanaa currently serves in Syria among women,
especially those who recently came to Christ,
through preaching, tfeaching, and discipleship. She
also launched a sewing initiative called Needle

and Thread to support
the women's ministry in
the church. Through
this project, a group of
women from diverse
backgrounds receives
practical assistance to
improve their living
conditions by learning
sewing skills that
enable them to earn

an income and
provide for their
families. Alongside Sanaa
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vocational training, they receive ongoing spiritual
care, discipleship, and psychosocial support
through regular sessions led by a qualified
counselor.

One touching story that Sanaa shared with us is
about a woman, whose brother was killed, leaving
her deeply distressed. Through the psychosocial
support sessions and the love shown by the women
in the ministry, this woman was able to forgive those
who killed her brother and is now a member of the
church where Sanaa serves.

Through her studies at ABTS, Sanaa shared that she
learned to find her identity and worth in Christ
rather than in the approval of others. She also
shared that being obedient to the Lord is far more
important than seeing immediate results, trusting
God’'s fiming. God has expanded her
understanding of Scripture and equipped her with
sound tools for biblical interpretation. Learning to
read passages within their historical, literary, and
theological contexts has given her confidence fo
address questions and challenges with biblical
wisdom rather than personal opinion. The way she
approaches ministry was also transformed. She
learned the importance of personal discipline, wise
stewardship of time, and maintaining healthy
boundaries. Sanaa firmly believes that ministry
should flow from a genuine relationship with God.

In her ministry, Sanaa intentionally connects biblical
teaching with the everyday realities women face,
encouraging them to make Scripture a daily part of
their lives rather than simply another spiritual
activity. By God's grace, she has seen women grow
in their understanding of the Bible and become
equipped to disciple others.

To Sanaa, God's calling is not merely about
communicating biblical knowledge, but about
walking alongside women as they are transformed
by the Holy Spirit. She describes her time at ABTS as
foundatfional to this calling. She learned that
theological education is not simply about
transferring information but about participating in
God's work of shaping lives. This conviction shapes
every aspect of her ministry, as she seeks to help
women become more Christlike. Sanaa shared, “If
there is one lesson that will stay with me for the rest
of my life, it is that ministry depends on the ongoing
work of the Holy Spirit. Being passionate and gifted
is not enough. A good leader needs a heart
continually shaped by Scripture, a mind submitted
to His tfruth, and a life that reflects the Gospel.”

As we reflect on Sanaa's testimony, may we always
remember that the frue foundation of ministry is not
merely knowledge or education, but a relationship
with Jesus Christ. May we continue o rely on Him in
everything we do, seeking Him first rather than
leaning on our own understanding.
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Our latest
blog posts:

In Their Shoes!

Is the Bible Clear?

Pray with us!

Prayers from Some of our Bachelor of Theology Students

Sanaa

Please pray for my ministry among women and
children at the church where | serve. Pray that
women will raise their children according to
Scripture, making it the foundation of their homes
and the guiding principle behind all they do. Please
also pray that my ministry to children will bear
lasting fruit. Pray that God wiill provide for and bless
both ministries, and that our church will continue to
grow as it serves others, so that the Kingdom of God
may be proclaimed throughout Syria.

Maher

Please pray that God may protect my country and
its people. Pray for the church | have the privilege
of shepherding, that God will bless my ministry there
and make it increasingly fruitful. May His presence
confinually fill the church, which will lead people to
worship Him more deeply and have a closer
relationship with Him. Please also pray for greater
freedom to pray, worship, and proclaim the
Gospel.

Bushra

Please pray that God would guide and protect my
daughter and grant her wisdom and success in her
studies. Please also pray for God's guidance and
provision for my life. Pray for my work, that God

would bless it and enable me to provide for my
family. Finally, please pray for my studies, that God
would give me the strength and wisdom to
continue and complete them successfully.

Sevin

| would sincerely appreciate your prayers during
this fransition period, as | am entering a new stage
in my ministry and work. | am taking on greater
responsibilities and leadership roles, which come
with significant challenges.

Please pray that the Lord would grant me wisdom
and discernment in making decisions, fill me with
humility and love, and strengthen me to serve
others according to His heart and His will. Pray that
God would teach me how to continually surrender
every aspect of my life and ministry fo His will.

Carlos

Please pray that God would unite His Church and
ministries across the Middle East. Pray also that He
would open doors for churches to serve the
persecuted, the underprivileged, and those with
little or no access to the Gospel in Lebanon, Syria,
and throughout the surrounding region. Please
pray that God's will would be done across the
Middle East and that the Gospel would be
proclaimed throughout the world.

ABTS is a ministry of Thimar - LSESD. ABTS and Thimar benefit from the support of MEBO, a 501(c)(3) corporation based in Brookline, MA,

that coordinates efforts among our US friends.
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